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Conflicts of Interest

A financial tie or a non-financial
connection or loyalty that may
compromise professional activities
and objectivity

* The perception of compromise =
compromise?

e COIl should be disclosed—what does
“disclosed” mean?



Some examples of COl In
academia

e Financial ties

e Mentor, coauthor, or collaborations for
grant proposals, manuscript review

* Interests affecting or potentially affecting
employee status
— Start up companies
— Consulting
— Investments

These all require appropriate disclosure—especially for public
researchers, including those funded with public sources



Some examples of COI for university
employees—disclosed in the Outside
Interests Disclosure Form each year

e Directorship or employment outside UT
* Honoraria/consulting salary >$10,000

o |P/patents

e Investments >5% ownership

 UT employees/students performlng personal
services | 3

All of the above also applies to spouse/children




What are the expectations of
transparency for public employees?

o Starts with UT disclosure form, which identifies
some, but not all, areas of compromise

* The realization that everyone has opinions/points
of view = not completely objective

« WHAT THE PUBLIC THINKS IT IS

Neal Stewart Neal $tewart



US Freedom of Information Act and

Sunshine Laws

“The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA; 1967) is the law that allows
individuals to gain access to federal records. Some records may be
withheld or partially withheld if the information falls under one, or
more, of nine exemptions and three exclusions.”

Sunshine Laws (State ‘FOIAS’), e.g., Tennessee Open Records Act:
“§ 10-7-503. Records open to public inspection — Schedule of
reasonable charges -- Costs (a)(1) As used in this part and title 8,
chapter 4, part 6, “public record or records” or “state record or
records” means all documents, papers, letters, maps, books,
photographs, microfilms, electronic data processing files and output,
films, sound recordings or other material, regardless of physical form
or characteristics, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or
In connection with the transaction of official business by any
governmental agency.”



FOIA request of Kevin Folta’s and 39
other professor's emaills over 5 years

5o ook LY

Made by Gary Ruskin, US Right SESesssil 3
to Know i S

Professors who contributed -
answers to questions submitted g
to GMO Answers

GMO Answers is funded by
large ag companies involved in
agbiotech, including Monsanto

Folta and others are listed as
“Independent scientists”

September 6 New York Times
article

Why was this news?




https://gmoanswers.com/experts

| g grums - e e npras
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Experts

GMO Answers is committed to finding tha bast sxpert to snswer your question. Depeniding on the naturs of your question, the answar
may bs provided by an mdependent expert, mdustry organization, the GMD Answers Community Managsr or an sxpsert from & membsr
COmpaNy.

Independent Experts

GMOAnswerscom will solicit Fesdback from sxperts scross & wide range of disciplines in order to providis consumers with balsnoed, Fact-
based responses to their questions. The expert resources we've identified includs conwventional and organic farmers, sgribusiness ceperts,
soientists, acedemics, medicsl doctors and natritionasts from a wide range of studies. These are the kaders in their fislds, respscbed for
their subjoct matter sxpertize and their unigus msights. They are not affilisted with the Council for

Bigtechnotogy [Velo=aanvHBintechnaloen] Information or its membar companies. but heve voluntsarsd to address qusstions becauss

thery belisve in transparsncy and consumers” rights to make informed choies about the food they serve to their families
Company Experts
GMD Anzwers works with a number of ssperts from the biotechnology companies who founded GMO Answers to address vour gusstions.

Thass company sxperts are sourced from & range of disciplines, from toxicology to public affairs to weed mansgemant, to srswer
questions releted to their axpartiss. They also address questions about their company products and practioes.

Filter - &y - . Sortby  Alphabstical A-Z .

Independent Expert



To tweet or not to tweet?

@kevinfolta

TWEETS 10.1K
FOLLOWING 317
FOLLOWERS 8,661
FAVORITES 3,298

@neiltyson

TWEETS 4,528
FOLLOWING 44
FOLLOWERS 4.16M

FAVORITES 1
LISTS 9
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Genome Biology

The Kardashian index: a measure of discrepant
social media profile for scientists

Heil Hal
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Introduction

There are many scientists who, with hindsight, did not get
much recognition for their achievement while they wene
alive. Consider Mary Anning, 2 fossil collector and
paleontologist who lived in the exrly 19th century. Her
meticulme recording and prolific findings contributed to
the fundamental changes in our undestnding of natural
history, including the accepted view of extinction events.
Yet, becage of her sev and religious beliefs, much of her
work was never recognizaed by her peems, and [ ecpect you
have never heard of her. Or Ada Lovelace, the daug hter of
Lord Byron, who is creditel with writing the fint ever
compuier progam for the Analytical Engine, 2 mechanical
computer designed by Chares Fablage Despite her
omtribution, and obvims genius, she & much les well
knarwm than her male contemporanies. Fora long time, the
mme oould be mid of Rosmlind Fankin, whose work on

Now mnsider Kim Hardashian she comes fom a
privilegel hackground and, despite having not achieved
amything comaquential in science, politics or the arts
{although apmrently she does have a sdentiic mind [1]},
she & one of the most follwed people on twitter and
among the most smrchedfor peson on Google Her
notoriety is =id to have semmal from an inadwertent
inemnet redesse of 2 viden featuring her and a boyiriend in
a privaie moment. While her Wikipedia entry describes her
as2 suecesshul businesswoman 2], this i due most likely to
her bme generating considerzble income through band
endosements. 50 you muld sy that her cdemty buys
sumes, which buys greater celebrity. Her fame has meant
that comments by Kardashian on issues such as Syria have
been widdy reported in the press [3]. Sadly, her interjection
on the crisis has not yet led to a let-up in the vinlence.

[ am concened that phenomena similar to that of Kim
Kardashian may aso exist in the scentific community. 1
think it i possble that there are indhiduals who are
Bmows for being Bmous (o, © put it in science jargon,
renpwner for being renovmed). We ae all aware that
ooriin people are seemingly invied as keynote speakers,
ot becase of ther mntibutions to the published
literature but becawse of who they are In the age of social
media there are people who hawe high-profile sdentific
hlogs or twitter feeds but have not achally published many
peer-reviewed papers of significance; in essence, scientists
who are seen a5 leaders in their field smply because of their
notoniety. [ was recently involverd in 2 disossion where it
was suggesied that somene should be invited o speakat 2
meeting herause they will tweet ahout it and more paple

will mme’. If that is not the research community equivalent
gL ... . . ™51+ _J.... . ST =21 . 1 3"


https://twitter.com/kevinfolta
https://twitter.com/kevinfolta/following
https://twitter.com/kevinfolta/followers
https://twitter.com/kevinfolta/favorites
https://twitter.com/neiltyson
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https://twitter.com/neiltyson/followers
https://twitter.com/neiltyson/favorites
https://twitter.com/neiltyson/lists
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Recommendations

 In any situation, think about spirit of a real
or potential COI: choose transparency

* Use publically-posted CV as a vehicle for
disclosure—update yearly—past 5-10
years of COI should provide a clear picture

 Volunteer disclosure of relevant COI or
potential COIl before asked—say, at the
peginning of a public presentation

 Remove surprise of discovery
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We undere$timate our COI

We undere$timate how
important the public view$
COl and entanglement$



Recommendations, continued

N most cases, research should be published

Disclose funding in acknowledgments of
oublished papers: grants, contracts, and gifts

Think about public vs private goods

Be introspective: how much of my research Is
funded by companies vs public sources

Faculty should not be or seem to be agents of
companies




Value of private interactions & funding of

public institutions
Positive Negative

How much ($/%) of a

Arguably part of the land

grant funding model and faculty member’s

mission program be funded by
Potentially useful to companies?

translate research into e Less valuable (ethical)
products for the public when tied to specific
good private platforms or
Comes in many flavors products

Valuable for training  Are UT employees simply

used as discounted labor
for industry?

* Publication rights and
transparency



	FOIA and FOIA’ed Again
	Conflicts of interest
	Some examples of COI in academia
	Some examples of COI for university employees—disclosed in the Outside Interests Disclosure Form each year
	What are the expectations of transparency for public employees?
	US Freedom of Information Act and Sunshine Laws
	FOIA request of Kevin Folta’s and 39 other professor’s emails over 5 years
	https://gmoanswers.com/experts
	To tweet or not to tweet?
	Slide Number 10
	Recommendations
	We undere$timate our COI
	Recommendations, continued
	Value of private interactions & funding of public institutions 

